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TO:  Each Supervisor 
 
FROM: Donald L. Wolfe 
  Acting Director of Public Works 
 
STORM REPORT-JANUARY 11, 2005 
 
As a follow-up to our previous report to your Board, dated January 11, 2005, we have 
the following information to report.  Also, attached is an updated copy of the Public 
Works Situation Status Report.  
 
On January 15, 2005, Governor Schwarzenegger proclaimed a State of Emergency for 
several counties, including Los Angeles County, due to damages caused by the recent 
storms.  There are a total of 57 reported County road closures, which are identified on 
the attached copy of the Road Closure Report.  Of these 57, the following 13 are 
"urgent" priorities.  
   

• San Francisquito Canyon Road-Copper Hill Drive/Spunky Canyon Road 
(Disaster Route) 

• Bouquet Canyon Road-Vasquez Canyon Road/David Way (Disaster Route) 
• Bouquet Canyon Road at United States Forestry Service Ranger Station 
• Lake Hughes Road-Ridge Route Road/Elizabeth Lake Road 
• Lake Hughes Road south of Warm Springs 
• Angeles Forest Highway-Aliso Canyon Road/Angeles Crest Highway 
• Latigo Canyon Road-Kanan Dume Road/Newton Canyon Road 
• Cold Canyon Road-Woodbluff Road/Mulholland Highway 
• Las Flores Canyon Road (immediately south of Hume Road)–partially open 
• Schueren Road (south of Saddle Peak Road)–partially open 
• Saddle Peak Road (east of Schueren Road)–partially open 
• Three Points Road-Pine Canyon Road to Highway 138 
• Tapia Canyon Road-Charlie Canyon Road to Castaic Road 
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The cost of storm-related damages to public infrastructure Countywide is currently 
estimated to be approximately $90 million. Of this amount, $50 million of damages is to 
County infrastructure and approximately $900,000 in private property damage within the 
unincorporated County area. The total cost associated with the State infrastructure 
damages within Los Angeles County is currently estimated to be approximately 
$13 million. We are working with the State Office of Emergency Services to pursue 
eligible reimbursement under the current State declaration.  We are also working with 
Office of Emergency Services on a Federal declaration.  
 
Our Traffic and Lighting Division is meeting with Caltrans today to coordinate the 
necessary detours to minimize traffic delays.  The Antelope Valley and the 
Malibu/Topanga/Agoura areas will experience significant commuter delays until the 
roads are repaired and reopened. I will be requesting Delegated Authority at next 
week's Board hearing to expedite several emergency service contracts to repair the 
urgent priorities.    
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cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 Executive Office 
 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS SITUATION STATUS 
 

EVENT: Rainstorm of January 7, 2005 
 

STATUS AS OF  9:00 AM, January 18, 2005 
 
The Department Operations Center was activated to LEVEL 1 activation at 3:00 PM, 
January 7, 2005.  SITSTAT was requested to activate at 4:00 PM, January 9, 2005.   
  
EVENT SUMMARY 
 

Location Amount (inches)* Amount (inches)** 
Alhambra (Fremont) HQ 9.52 28.80 

L.A. River @ Wardlow – Long Beach 4.16 14.24 

L.A. Civic Center 4.84 20.36 

Big Rock Mesa 8.16 23.88 

Mint Canyon @ Fitch 5.16 16.20 

Puddingstone Diversion Dam 9.80 26.44 

L.A. 96th & Central 3.92 18.52 
 
* Report period from 3:00 AM (01/07/05) to 10:30 AM (01/11/05) 
** Total storm season year-to-date rainfall. 

Total seasonal rainfall to date @ L.A. Civic Center is 20.36 inches.  Normal seasonal 
precipitation to date is 5.31 inches. 
 

BRIDGES 
 
All bridges are now secured. 
 
ROADS AND HIGHWAYS  
 
Significant Road Closures: 
 

• San Francisquito Canyon Rd-Copper Hill Dr/Spunky Canyon Rd (Disaster Route) 
• Bouquet Canyon Rd-Vasquez Canyon Rd/David Wy (Disaster Route) 
• Lake Hughes Rd-Ridge Route Rd/Elizabeth Lake Rd 
• Angeles Crest Hwy-Bay Tree Rd/Angeles Forest Hwy (Caltrans) 
• Angeles Forest Hwy-Aliso Canyon Rd/Angeles Crest Hwy 
• Interstate 5 at Templin Hwy-N/B reduced to 3 lanes, S/B reduced to 2 lanes 

(Caltrans) 
• Topanga Canyon Rd (Caltrans) 
• Latigo Canyon Rd-Kanan Dume Rd/Newton Canyon Rd 
• Cold Canyon Rd-Woodbluff Rd/Mulholland Hwy 
• Las Flores Canyon Rd-immediately south of Hume Rd – partially open 
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• Schueren Rd-south of Saddle Peak Rd – partially open 
• Saddle Peak Rd-east of Schueren Rd – partially open 

 
 
FLOOD CONTROL SYSTEM 
 
The following damage to Flood Control Facilities remains to repaired/resolved: 
 

• Retaining wall belonging to the Sheriff’s Department along the property line with 
Pickens Yard completely collapsed under saturated conditions.   

• Levy washout at Pacoima Dam 
• A portion of the access road for Rio Hondo Channel was damaged during the storm. 
• Trancas Canyon Debris Structure - overflow pipes damaged. 

 
 
WATERWORKS 
 

• Rockslide at Topanga Beach Pump Station - temporary repairs have been 
completed and the pump station is operational. 

• Las Virgenes Interconnection at Saddle Peak remains out of service. 
• Landslide 20720 and 20726 Cheney Dr – Customers’ water service has been 

restored with a temporary connection. 
• A very large landslide (300 ft +) has broken the two house lines to 3936 Via Costera 

and 21651 Rambla Vista.  Water service has not yet been restored. 
• Landslide Wight Road and PCH – Water service to 3 customers not yet restored. 

 
SEWER MAINTENANCE  
 
No damage was reported. 
 
CONSTRUCTION 
 
No incidents occurred on any projects.  
 
PRIVATE STRUCTURES 
 
Infrastructure damage (private) is approximately $900,000 within the unincorporated 
County areas and the cities of Carson and La Canada Flintridge. 
 
Building and Safety Division also received 128 reports of non-structural damage. 
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